
 

 

 

HOW-TO for applying common finishes 
 

 DANISH OIL 
 

Oil finishes, like tung oil and boiled linseed oil, penetrate into the wood. They provide some 
protection as well as a rich, beautiful appearance. 
 
Film finishes like varnish, lacquer, and poly provide exceptional protection, but much less in the 
way of color and grain enhancement. 
 
Danish oil, however, provides the best of both worlds, as it contains both. 
 
 
 

1. The first step is to make sure the wood is sanded nice and smooth. 220 grit is smooth enough as a 
minimum.   Once all the sanding dust is removed, you can apply the finish 
 

2. Once the entire surface is coated, look over the surfaces at an angle into the light, and find any 
areas that have soaked up all the oil and appear to be drying.  Rub more oil on these areas. Keep 
watching and applying more as needed for 10 minutes or so. 

3. Let the oil sit and continue soaking for another 20 minutes. 

4. Take a rag or papertowel and wipe the oil off the wood. Rub it really well until you’re 
left with a silky sheen. You don’t want any shiny, sticky oil left on the surface.   
Basically you’re buffing the finish while removing excess, and you’re left only with oil 
that has fully penetrated the wood. 

5. BONUS for success:  Over the next half hour, keep an eye on it. Oil may seep back to 
the surface, and needs to be buffed out again.  This will ensure a better finish. 

  


