
 

 

Raising Wood Grain – A necessary Step for a Fine Finish 
 
 
Think of preparing wood for finishing like getting a haircut.  
 
 
The first wash after your barber visit results in a whole bunch of split ends that suddenly pop up. 
Well, wood fibers are a lot like hair strands. After all the carving and sanding many of the wood 
fibers are damaged and torn. Adding moisture to the wood (just like shampooing your hair) 
pops those broken strands and they need to be removed to get a really fine finish. 
 
 
To get that better finish, the grain should be intentionally raised before staining or finishing. 
Wetting the wood raises its grain (kind of like split-ends in hair) which can then be sanded down 
smooth with the last or the final sanding of your piece. 
 
 
Raising the Grain entails wetting the wood’s surface, letting it dry and then re-sanding to 
knock down these raised wood fibers. You can use a spray bottle or a wet rag to moisten (do 
not soak or submerge) the surface. Let it dry and then come back and re-sand with your final 
grit. 
  


